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Butcher"; it was announced that the recoiwm-
trado camps would be broken up; and the Qiieexr
Regent decreed the legislative autonomy of Cuba.
Arrangements had been made for the handling of
minor disputes directly with the Governor-General
of Cuba through the American Consul General at
Havana, General Fitzhugh Lee. On December 6,
1897, McKinley, in his annual message to Congress,,
counseled patience. Convinced of the good inten-
tions of the new Spanish Government, he sought
to induce American public sentiment to allow it
time to act. He continued nevertheless to urge
upon Spain the fact that in order to be effective
action must be prompt.

Public sentiment against Spain grew every day
stronger in the United States and was given star-
tling impulse in February, 1898, by two of those
critical incidents which are almost sure to occur
when general causes are potent enough to produce
a white heat of popular feeling. The Spanish
Minister in the United States, Senor Dupuy de
L6me, had aroused the suspicion, during his sum-
mer residence on the north shore of Massachusetts
Bay, that he was collecting information which
would be useful to a Spanish fleet operating on that
coast. Whether this charge was true or not, at any